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[Date]

The Honorable [First Name & Last Name] 

U.S. House of Representatives OR U.S. Senate 

Washington, DC 20515 (for U.S. House) 20510 (for U.S. Senate)

Find your state Representative & Senator address here: https://metop.io/insights/pga2cz5b 

Note - this can also be adapted to a local elected official

Dear Senator or Representative [Last Name]:
On behalf of [Name of YMCA], I would like to invite you and your staff to visit our Safety Now – Skills for Life drowning prevention program. The Safety Now – Skills for Life drowning prevention initiative’s goal is to reach children at risk of drowning and teach them basic water safety skills through a standardized program to include:

· Exercises to help kids adjust to being in the water

· Instruction in two skill sets kids can use if they unexpectedly find themselves in the water: 1) Jump, Push, Turn, Grab and 2) Swim, Float, Swim.

· Safety topics like what to do if you see someone in the water who needs help

· Fun activities that reinforce skills 

This program is being offered at [city, community YMCA] and your visit will include (be specific about activities). If your schedule permits, may we suggest that you visit on [DATE]. [If other elected officials will be present or have been invited, be sure to provide that information. For example: We have also invited Mayor Jones and the members of the City Commission.]. The Safety Now-Skills for Life initiative is funded through a Congressionally Directed Spending allocation in the amount of $400,000 initiated by Senator Tammy Duckworth. Funds for this Congressionally Directed Spending Initiative is administered through the Department of Education. 100% of this program will be financed with these funds.
Drowning poses a considerable risk for youth, especially those from underserved populations. The statistics are sobering, but drowning deaths are preventable. The YMCA believes everyone should have the chance to learn how to stay safe around water because:

1.
Learning to be safe around water is a life skill. Today, fewer than half of all Americans say they know how to swim. The Safety Now-Skills for Life initiative is designed to help change this reality.

2.
Learning to be safe around water builds a sense of achievement in youth. Overcoming a fear of water and mastering skills in the pool builds confidence and competence. 

[Provide more local information about your particular program that will be highlighted during the visit. You can also use this space to talk specific drowning statistics or a story of a drowning or near drowning that impacted your community.
We appreciate your leadership in helping youth and families in our community learn, grow and thrive, and we know you will find support for your efforts at the Y. Let me thank you in advance for considering my request. I look forward to seeing you in [INSERT MONTH OF VISIT]. 

Sincerely,

[Name]
[Position]
[YMCA]
YMCA NAME

123 Anystreet, Anytown US 99999

P 888 888 8888   F 222 222 2222   ymcaofanytown.net

